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Message from the LIAG Founder, John P. Cardone:
Ever since our !rst bookfair event in 2008, the Long Island Authors Group (LIAG) has been 
promoting reading and writing throughout Nassau and Su"olk Counties. Many of the LIAG 
members are award-winning authors, and some have had their books on the New York Times 
bestselling list. 

Members of the Long Island Authors Group are more than just authors—we also look to share 
our knowledge on many topics to help enrich and assist our communities. As a not-for-pro!t 
community organization, the LIAG sponsors an annual high school writing contest, we conduct 
monthly presentations at various venues, and you’ll !nd us represented at assorted community 
fairs. 

#is catalog contains a listing of a variety of interesting book talks, presentations, and writing 
workshops o"ered to libraries, historical societies, and other community organizations. To 
learn more about the authors listed within this catalog including their websites, or to see all the 
members of the Long Island Authors Group, go to: www.LongIslandAuthorsGroup.org, or visit 
us on Facebook at Long Island Authors Group Community.

How to use this catalog:
For libraries, bookstores, historical societies, and other educational venues interested in engaging 
Long Island Authors Group authors, please make use of this catalog in the following ways: Find 
an author and/or presentation you want to book, and then contact that author directly. Emails 
are provided for all authors. Make arrangements and con!rm dates, times, honorariums, book 
signings, details of book sales, or other terms with each author individually. You can be assured 
each interaction will be handled with the utmost professionalism. #ere is a separate listing of 
Creative Writing Workshops beginning on Page 15.

If you are interested in a group series of presentations for your institution or organization, contact 
Dan Mariani, current President of the Long Island Authors Group, at either dansart7@gmail.com 
or (516) 581-0524. #ank you in advance for your consideration!

Artwork/graphics created by John P. Cardone - Waterviews Arts 
For questions and comments email LIauthors@aol.com

LIAG Logo created by Rosa Patterson - RAP Graphics 

Cover photos by Belinda Rubino - Sweet Spot Marketing 
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Choices – !e Art of !riving in a Sniper World... by Dan Mariani
To change and upli! our lives, we must become more mindful 
and aware of how our attitude and our moves, like those on 
the chessboard, matter. Learn how to reset your thinking! 
Realize expectations, and optimize mental and physical health. 
"e author also provides tools to overcome barriers based 
upon unwarranted fears and self-constructed impediments. 
Mariani’s solution of rebalancing and deprogramming our 
minds has been shown to lead to more joy and enable us to 
achieve greater synergies in our relationships.

Contact email: dansart7@gmail.com

Chronicles of a Nature Photographer... by John P. Cardone
"e author will share stories of his nature sightings through 
#rst-hand experiences illustrated by his wonderful nature 
photographs. He’ll also provide some photography techniques 
and tips for di$erent outdoor settings. Learn how observing 
ospreys can be a mindful experience, what it means to search 
for snowy owls and wild horses, or feel a higher power 
while snowshoeing in the Rocky Mountains. John’s talk and 
photographs will help you see the magni#cence of nature and 
inspire you to spend time outdoors. 

Contact email: WaterviewsBook@aol.com

!e Healing Power of Nature... by John P. Cardone

Contact email: WaterviewsBook@aol.com

John P. Cardone will get you thinking about how nature 
can help you feel better physically and mentally as he uses 
a PowerPoint presentation to present the facts. Enjoy 
his nature photos of wildlife and waterscapes. Find out 
more about the importance of calming your mind, the 
health bene#ts of the outdoors, and why it is especially 
important to share this spirit with children. 
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Physician, author and historian, Dennis E. Carey MD brings 
to light the fascinating history of Long Beach, New York. In 
this work of historical #ctional, Dr. Carey weaves the tale of 
a #ctional survivor of the shipwreck of the Mexico in 1837 
and the lost sta$ of Saint Patrick through nearly two-hundred 
years, bringing to life the Gilded Age at the 1880 Long Beach 
Hotel, the birth of the city by the sea, bootlegging in the 
Roaring Twenties, and more, right up to the catastrophe of 
Superstorm Sandy.

!e Long Beach Saga... by Dennis E. Carey

Contact email: dcarey47@optonline.net
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It’s Not Fair!: Turning !ings Around for Peace of Mind... by Adrienne Falzon
We can all agree that in life, we all experience situations 
that are truly not fair. In her presentation, author Adrienne 
Falzon will help you understand how you can turn things 
around for peace of mind. Based on her children’s book, 
It’s Not Fair, Adrienne speaks to both children and adults. 
So, parents and grandparents, bring the children in your 
lives to learn strategies when life is not fair.    

Contact email: alfsangel@aol.com

History Matters: the Lure of Amber... by Malve von Hassell 
Malve von Hassell explores the inspirations for her book, !e 
Amber Crane, a historical #ction time-slip novel for young 
adults, set in two devastating wars three hundred years apart 
and steeped in the lore and legends of amber from the shores 
of the Baltic Sea. "is includes the "irty Years War, the role of 
amber in the local economy, and the chaotic evacuation from 
that same region at the end of World War II. She also addresses 
the importance of history in a part of the world where much of 
local history has been erased.

Contact email: malvevonhassell@optonline.net

Contact email: krahns@msn.com

Living a Happier Life at Every Age... by Dr. John H. Krahn
Dr. Krahn’s talk will explore ways to add a little more happiness 
to one’s life; exploring what in life erodes happiness. One might 
view their time together with Dr. Krahn as a happiness tune-
up.
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Contact email: WaterviewsBook@aol.com

!e Carman’s River: An Amazing Natural Beauty... by John P. Cardone
Based on his book, Waterviews, Long Island author, 
photographer, and lecturer John P. Cardone reveals in 
a PowerPoint presentation the Carman’s River’s natural 
beauty while bringing to life some of the most beautiful 
places to visit. "is talk features assorted details on the 
river’s history, origin of Long Island’s waterways, a visual 
tour of the lower tidal portion below Sunrise Highway, 
photos of the wildlife found along the river, plus a special 
feature on the pair of nesting bald eagles, and much more.
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Contact email: db@deborahburnsauthor.com

Career Workshop: How to Win at Work... by Deborah Burns
Media executive and author Deborah Burns shares pointers 
from her latest book. Now non-writers can learn how to shape 
the stories they need to tell for business success. Get ready to 
reframe and reap the rewards.

Poetry’s Meaning and !e Poetry of History... by Je! Rimland
Je$ Rimland begins his presentation by explaining poetry’s 
meaning, including types of poetry, well-known authors, 
plus ordinary individuals who were poets. He then segues 
into a discussion of his book, !e Poetry of History. Like his 
book, Rimland’s presentation is unique. It contains historical 
photographs and descriptions alongside his free-verse poetry 
of select historical #gures and events. "e photographs and 
descriptions are authentic, but the poetry is the author’s 
interpretation and historically accurate.

Contact email: je!rimland@msn.com

!e Healthcare Puzzle: Navigating the Healthcare Landscape... by Dan Mariani
You’ve probably o!en wondered what happens behind closed 
doors in doctors’ o%ces, how you’re really perceived by the 
healthcare community, and how drug selection actually 
works. In his presentation, retired pharmaceutical market 
account manager Dan Mariani provides a fascinating view of 
how the healthcare system works. He will describe behind-
the-scenes machinations with detailed insights into how you, 
as a consumer, can make better choices to bolster your health.

Contact email: dansart7@gmail.com

Exploring Consciousness and the Universe... by Dan Mariani
Are we being poked and prodded by unknown forces in the 
universe or simply experiencing #gments of the imagination… 
or are we entering a time where our lives resemble science 
#ction? "e author believes there is more behind the curtain 
than is being told. But, to #nd out the truth, you #rst have 
to tug on it. During this talk, Mariani will review a range of 
anomalous subjects like UFOs, Bigfoot, and the paranormal 
and try to make sense of them.

Contact email: dansart7@gmail.com
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Contact email: lmf217@hotmail.com

Art, Not Art: Which are the Fakes... by Linda Maria Frank 
"e author delves into the lucrative world of art crime, describing 
some of the fascinating stories of lost, stolen, or forged art, 
including explanations of how art pieces are scienti#cally 
authenticated, including both scienti#c methods and the 
expertise of the art historian; the signi#cance of a provenance; 
the di$erence between fake, forgery and restoration; examples 
of forgeries; cases of both successful and unsuccessful forgeries 
and the!s; famous cases of art the!, such as the Nazi atrocities 
regarding artworks during WWII are described.

Not Exactly James Bond, But... by Linda Maria Frank
"e story of women’s contributions to America’s war e$orts are 
some of the most interesting stories in the world of espionage. 
Women have acted as spies since Biblical times. "eir ability 
to blend into the natural commerce of human a$airs allows 
them the anonymity required by espionage. "is lecture deals 
with women’s involvement in spydom from the American 
Revolution to present day.

Contact email: lmf217@hotmail.com

Haunted Long Island Mysteries... by Kerriann Flanagan Brosky
Join award-winning author and historian Kerriann Flanagan 
Brosky as she discusses her fascinating research and the 
investigations with medium/paranormal investigator Joe 
Giaquinto. Kerriann will share her personal encounters with 
the spirits she connected with during her adventures with Joe 
and through the writing of her book. In addition to this solo 
presentation, Kerriann o$ers a PowerPoint presentation when 
accompanied by medium/paranormal investigator Joe Giaquinto, 
who will play EVP ghost box recordings for the audience.

Contact email: kbrosky@aol.com

!e Power of Positive !oughts and Emotions... by Glenn Poveromo
Glenn Poveromo will discuss how life o$ers us many 
challenging moments throughout our journey. Learn how to 
use your mind and emotions to create more peaceful moments 
along the way while you seek inner strength and happiness.

Contact email: CreatingStrength@aol.com

Linda Maria Frank
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Contact email: storiesserved@gmail.com

It’s Time for a Pause... by Dr. Renata Shiloah
Reclaim your vitality and thrive during menopause, by 
unlocking secrets to stop menopausal symptoms and 
embrace the life you deserve. Midlife women face numerous 
life obstacles. Identifying our biggest challenge is crucial. 
Regardless, positive change is achievable with simple steps. It’s 
Time for a Pause o$ers solutions for menopausal symptoms, 
saving time and money. "is presentation addresses speci#c 
symptoms, providing understanding, causes, and relief 
methods from therapeutic foods, yoga, and meditation. 

!e Making of the Crime Novel Public Parts... by Joel Harris
"e battle against Organized Crime of the 1920s, ‘30s, and 
‘40s was a watershed for crime-#ghting politicians working to 
enhance their reputations and seek higher o%ce. "e unsolved 
mystery surrounding the 1941 death of prize crime snitch Abe 
“Kid Twist” Reles powers the narrative when Larry Levine, the 
unenlightened son of Big Moe Levine, takes over the family 
auto parts business as his father has become implicated and 
must leave town. What happens to Larry and PUBLIC PARTS 
is the story, and the plot to silence Kid Twist is revealed at last.

Contact email: jharrisite@aol.com

!e World of Elizabeth Jennings... by Jerry Mikorenda
Few people realize that the right for African Americans to ride 
in streetcars was earned a hundred years before Rosa Parks in 
New York. Based on research from the author’s book, America’s 
First Freedom Rider, he recreates old New York by exploring 
the buildings, landscape, and people as this momentous battle 
with the "ird Avenue Railroad unfolded. "e freedoms 
Jennings won are the underpinning of today’s civil rights.

Contact email: jvmikor@gmail.com

Contact email: kbrosky@aol.com

Historic Crimes of Long Island... by Kerriann Flanagan Brosky 
True crimes and why people are led to commit them have 
fascinated people for centuries. In Historic Crimes of Long 
Island; Misdeeds from the 1600s to the 1950s, award-winning 
author and historian Kerriann Flanagan Brosky uncovers 
some of the most ghastly historical crimes committed on 
Long Island—from the tar, feathering, and murder of Charles 
Kelsey in 1872, to the East Hampton witch trial of 1657, to the 
kidnapping of Alice Parson in 1937. Join her as she discusses 
some of Long Island’s most horri#c crimes.
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Contact email: lmf217@hotmail.com

Laugh, Cry, !ink: A World Without Literature is a Dead World... by Jack Bilello 
Humor, emotion, and thought are those qualities that make 
us truly and uniquely human. Join Jack Bilello on his journey 
through his novels, to the heart of the human condition.

Sex, Lies & Cosmetic Surgery, Segue to Unexpected Pleasures... by Lois Stern
Lois W. Stern will discuss her book, which o$ers provocative 
insights into the ways cosmetic surgery impacts women’s lives. 
Second, Lois will explain how this book opened new doors 
in her writing journeys. She will discuss her Tales2Inspire® 
project and how it has led to publishing a series of books where 
writers submit personal, motivational stories. Learn how you 
too can enter her annual Tales2Inspire® contest, preserve your 
memoirs, and possibly get your inspiring story published—for 
free. 

Contact email: tales2inspire2@gmail.com

How the book Miracle Vehicle came to be... by Robert Williams
Sometimes a tragedy can develop and inspire an author’s words. 
Also, the missteps of a broken heart can lead you down a path of 
destruction, but fortunately, Williams decided to evolve from 
his errors and write this book full of his small moments. At 
times they were dark but quite inspirational. Williams shares 
moments of frustration, a depiction of conquering substance 
abuse, and how one survives a near-death experience.

Contact email: cta716@gmail.com

Sakhalin: Reality to Fiction... by Graham E. E. Bailey
Author Graham E. E. Bailey discusses the genesis, process, 
and in&uences for the novel Sakhalin. Nominated for Long 
Island Reads, this novel is a fast-paced and suspenseful tale of 
adventure that was inspired by the author’s travels to Sakhalin 
Island on the eastern coast of Russia. During this talk, Bailey 
presents her fascinating journey as a traveler and writer.

Contact email: grahameebailey@gmail.com 
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Contact email: hollygordon@icloud.com

Long Island Landscape Inspires Real-Life Fairy-Tale... by Holly Gordon
Parallel Perspectives: !e Brush/Lens Collaboration 
unknowingly had its start in 2014 when an inquisitive 
freelance writer asked Holly Gordon if she knew the 
Northport watercolorist Ward Hooper. "at question 
set into motion what would grow into a tender 
friendship and an amazing collaboration. "eir debut 
exhibition in 2016 planted the seeds for this book, 
which is #lled with their art inspired by the Long 
Island landscape.

Travels with Jim: Illusion, Perception, and Reality... by Jill Evans 
"is novel is the story of two young adults named Jim and 
Sorrie who travel across America by hopping freight trains. 
Jim searches for the rock star father he’s never met while 
Sorrie longs to taste the freedom she’s been denied. Together, 
they prevail against the grittiness of the road but are unable to 
escape the destiny that awaits them. "is novel is geared for all 
ages but might be of particular interest to Jim Morrison fans 
and young adults.

Contact email: jille3832@hotmail.com

!e Secret War of Henry Rebbeno"... by Alice Laby
In this presentation, Alice Laby reveals some secrets of her 
own: what drove her to write the novel, who compelled her to 
investigate her family’s Eastern European history, and where she 
was able to #nd answers to the puzzle as to what her grandparents’ 
life was like in Kovel, Poland (now Ukraine). Learn about the 
novel’s main character, a Cantor from a Reform Synagogue 
in Charleston, South Carolina. Cantor Henry journeys from 
loving husband and father to his unusual experiences during 
the war, including a stint in British intelligence.

Contact email: alicelaby@gmail.com

Everything You’ve Ever Wanted to Know About Life A#er Death... by Cindi Sansone-Bra!
Who hasn’t wondered if there is life a!er death? Join Cindi 
Sansone-Bra$ for this fun, enlightening, and entertaining 
presentation in which she will share what she has learned 
about life, love, and the Herea!er from talking with the dead. 
Bring your questions and learn how to hone your psychic gi!s 
and receive messages and signs from the Other Side. You will 
leave feeling peaceful, knowing that death ends a life but not 
a relationship. Cindi Sansone-Bra$, "e Romance Whisperer, 
talks with the dead to show you how to live well and love better.

Contact email: cindisansonebra!@gmail.com
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Everyone Loves A Mystery... by Lois Schmitt
Why are mysteries so popular? A mystery is the only type of 
book where the reader is an ACTIVE participant. In a mystery, 
the reader tries to solve the crime (usually murder) before the 
detective. During this talk, Lois Schmitt will examine how the 
writer keeps the reader engaged in this game of cat and mouse. 
Together, you will look at opening hooks, cli'anger chapter 
endings, foreshadowing, red herrings, and hiding clues in 
plain sight.        

Contact email: loisschmitt@hotmail.com

Bucket List to Book: Exploring the World and Yourself... by Christine Maier
When Christine started writing, she thought she was writing 
#ction. "rough the editing process, she learned she was 
writing something di$erent. She was telling her story through 
the eyes of her characters. Whether we write them or read them, 
books take us on journeys. In this vulnerable presentation, 
Christine will explore places you’ve never been, emotionally 
and physically, how to close old wounds through writing, and 
di$erent ways you can share your story with others.

Contact email: Christine@thechristinemaier.com

Singing in Exile: !e Vibrant Culture of Kerala Jews... by Pramila Venkateswaran
Pramila Venkateswaran will give a background to her book, 
introducing the migration of Jews to India, the settlement of 
Bene Israel Jews in Mumbai, the Baghdadi Jews in Calcutta 
and Paradesi Jews in Cochin. Reciting her poems illustrating 
the history of the Jews in Kerala, she will o$er an argument 
for peaceful coexistence as available in this particular history 
that is not known to many. Her talk will highlight many of the 
Jewish customs and holidays that center around the synagogue 
as a vibrant part of Indian culture.

Contact email: pramilavenkateswaran@gmail.com

The Orca-Human Bond: !e True Story behind !e Whaler’s Daughter... by Jerry Mikorenda
During this multimedia presentation, a locally produced 
video book trailer by Five Towns College puts the audience in 
a whaling mood as the talk reveals the real-life places, history, 
and stories, such as the “Legend of Old Tom,” that inspired 
!e Whaler’s Daughter. "e novel was nominated by the CBC 
for two 2022 Kids Book Choice Awards: Favorite Character 
Crush and Best Stellar Storyteller.

Contact email: jvmikor@gmail.com
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Justice for Stella... by Mary Korpi
Join author Mary Korpi for an entertaining and historical look 
at Stella Prince, the only woman to serve as a lighthouse keeper 
at Horton Point Lighthouse in Southold, New York. In the 
presentation, Mrs. Korpi discusses researching and writing her 
book, !e Lady Lighthouse Keeper, followed by her struggle to 
get Stella her rightful place in history with amusing anecdotes. 
Presentations are 20 to 50 minutes long with a PowerPoint of 
historical photos.  

Contact email: maryko50@gmail.com

Mind, Body, Spirit and Discovering the Purpose of Life... by Diane Calabrese
Diane will share holistic healing modalities that she used in 
practice as a recreational therapist including what the mind-
body-spirit connection is, reiki healing, aromatherapy, use of 
crystals, and guided meditation. Diane will also implement a 
short, guided meditation, followed by a brief introduction to 
reiki self-healing.

Contact email: langrec@optonline.net

The Orca-Human Bond: !e True Story behind !e Whaler’s Daughter... by Jerry Mikorenda !e Art of Political Satire: Making Us Laugh When We Should Cry... M. E. Mattel
M.E. Mattel takes you through a brief history of Political Satire 
using a PowerPoint presentation. First, he de#nes Satire, and 
through extension, Political Satire. His examples from cartoons, 
essays, and books are entertaining and thought provoking. 
"e last part of his presentation is devoted to his recent book, 
All the President’s Minions: A Dangerous Deception. "rough 
excerpts from his book he illustrates the power of Satire to 
expose the hypocrisy, corruption, and misinformation that 
has, in recent times, littered our political landscape. 

Contact email: mikemattel@yahoo.com

"is talk features Je$ Rimland’s free-verse 
poetry and John P. Cardone’s prose & photos. 
"ey have selected favorite subjects such as 
hummingbirds, whales, songbirds, free-range 
ponies, forests, snowy owls, &owers, and big 
game kids, among others. As they introduce 
the subjects, John will share his nature photos 
and present details, then Je$ will read his  
poems. It is a unique, fun-#lled presentation.

Contact email:  je!rimland@msn.com or WaterviewsBook@aol.com

!e Poetry and Wonders of Nature... by Je! Rimland & John P. Cardone
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Incredible Tales—Improvisation and the Short Story... by John Passadino
Short story author John Passadino is a producer, actor, director, 
and improviser on Long Island. Aside from performing, he’s 
written and published short stories on Kindle Vella, in Kindle 
e-book form, and in two conventional books. In this lecture, 
John will take you through the process of how he used the 
power of improvisation and its “Yes and” technique to write 
his stories. In addition, the author will show his technique 
by creating and reciting original &ash #ction based on the 
audience’s suggestions. 

Contact email: johnpassadino@outlook.com

Pioneering !rough !e Unfathomable… By Felice Zaslow
Felice and Ira’s love story spanned almost four decades, from 
the beaches of Far Rockaway to the south shore of Long Island. 
"en came the morning of September 11, 2001. "rough the 
weeks and months that followed, Felice had to #nd her way 
through unfathomable trauma, on a path she had to forge 
herself.  Felice shares how she moved from the grief of tragic 
loss to thriving in life, supplying inspirational stories for each 
step of the way. She believes that her memoir is relevant in 
today’s world and includes examples of how to  move from 
grief to healing.

Contact email: felicie@optonline.net

In her presentation, Paula Groothuis, a certi#ed pediatric 
speech therapist, teaches young children about assorted life 
topics such as going to the dentist, eating healthy, staying 
safe, recycling, and self-esteem to name a few. Paula’s vehicle 
to teach are her rhyming books—knowing that poems can 
be entertaining. At the same time, she helps children build a 
better vocabulary and shares with parents and grandparents 
ways to do that at home. Her colorful, beautifully illustrated 
books are especially helpful to special needs children. 

Rhyming Books: Ways to Teach Children About Life... by Paula Groothuis

Contact email: paulagroo@gmail.com

!e Dirty Little Secrets of Medical Training… by Mitch Maiman                         
Every !ird Night is an eye-opening thriller/novel set in 
a busy and dehumanizing urban hospital. It brings the 
reader into the real world of medicine at a time of limited 
supervision and brutal duty hours through the vantage points 
of young physicians enduring stressful con&icts and volatile 
relationships. Dr. Maiman highlights the intricacies and 
limitations of medical training in the past and today, and 
discuss the delicate balance between telling a #ctional story 
and one’s semi-autobiographical experiences.

Contact email: mitch.maiman@gmail.com
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When Eve was a Goddess and its companion book, When Moses 
was a Shaman uncovers hidden gems of ancient knowledge 
from the Hebrew Bible. Rudolph uses the study of ancient 
languages along with forensic analysis to uncover the Bible’s 
original earth-based teachings. For example, did you know 
that Eve was a Great Goddess in ancient Semitic cultures? Eve 
in English name means “life,” and so the Tree of “Life” was 
named a!er Her. Rudolph explores how this information can 
change our ingrained perceptions about the world.   

When Eve was a Goddess... by Janet Rudolph

Contact email: Jandelion@aol.com

What is the shamanic pathway and how can we use it in our 
everyday lives? Janet Rudolph, who has earned two shamanic 
initiations, will share personal stories of her own esoteric 
quests. She will share the core of such a journey and how to 
use it for healing, enrichment, and fun. Desperately Seeking 
Persephone is a real-life adventure story that reveals many of 
the tools of shaman-cra!.

Desperately Seeking Persephone... by Janet Rudolph  

Contact email: Jandelion@aol.com

When Phoebe was a pup, she was adopted by parents who 
took her with them on their boat trips. Children will delight in 
Phoebe’s stories as they learn about the beauty of Long Island, 
the animals that live here, and see the wonders of the Fire Island 
National Seashore as Phoebe explores and makes new friends. 
In her second story, Phoebe explains how she learned the true 
meaning of family and friendship as she visits the tip of Long 
Island. Children will learn about Phoebe’s destination with a take-
home cra!. "e program is best suited for children ages 4 to 8.

Storytime and Cra#s for Children... by Jean Derespina

Contact email: jeand.tmg@gmail.com
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Swept Away by Historical Romance... by Catherine Hughes
Weaving together past and present, Catherine Hughes 
examines the enduring and transformative power of love in 
this novel set in 17th century Scotland.  Inspired by a true but 
tragic story, Hughes traces the intense passion shared by Donal 
and Mary, a passion that seemingly conquers time itself. Come 
listen to how travel, speci#cally a visit to Urquhart Castle, 
served as the inspiration behind the creation of the book. 

Contact email: Mrsvon@kellenberg.org
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"e novel, Band in the Wind immerses the reader in the lost, 
yet somehow lingering days of 1960s American culture and 
music. "is story of love and loyalty, memories and mayhem, 
and racism, revenge, and rock n roll has found an audience on 
#ve continents and all 50 states. Author William John Rostron 
reveals the unique process involved in creating this almost 
true story.

Contact email: Rostron1@aol.com

Boy gets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl back. But there’s so 
much more. "e romance genre is frequently regarded as silly, 
shallow, and unimaginative, o!en considered &u$. However, it’s 
a billion-dollar industry with romance readers being the largest 
demographic in the reading world. (30% are men!) Best-selling 
author Kendra Green discusses the romance genre and her 
romantic suspense series “Steel & Desire.” Learn the elements of 
a steamy sex scene and get self-editing tips to make your writing 
shine. Writers: bring a sample of your work. Readers: bring a copy 
of your favorite book and a red pen or highlighter.

Romance Writing... by Caryn M. McGill (pen name Kendra Greenwood)

Contact email: caryn.mcgill@gmail.com 

Using Reality to Create Fiction… by William John Rostron

!e Power of Story: Why Storytelling is Intrinsic to Our Human Nature by Valerie Nifora
Join award-winning and best-selling author Valerie Nifora as 
she delves into the captivating power of storytelling. Have you 
ever wondered why we’re drawn to entertainment, whether 
through #lm, television, or books? Discover how our minds 
are naturally wired for story and why storytelling is essential 
to our human development.

Contact email: valerie@valerienifora.com
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Workshop Listings

Creative Writing Workshops are generally two hours long and in addition to the 
didactic information, in many cases, the workshop leader gets the participants in-
volved in writing activities. For example, in poetry, the students would have time to 
write a poem based on the instructor’s presentation.

"e Creative Writing Workshops work very well as a series of 4, 6, or 8 workshops 
in a bundle and can be a weekly or monthly o$ering. 

If you are interested in creating a workshop bundle for your institution or organization, 
contact Dan Mariani, current President of the Long Island Authors Group, at either 
dansart7@gmail.com or (516) 581-0524. "ank you in advance for your consideration!
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Creative

Writing
Workshops



Using Sensory Detail in Fiction and Memoir Writing... by Jill Evans
"is workshop is designed to focus on the use of sensory detail (touch, sight, hearing, 
taste, smell) and how it can be incorporated into both #ction and memoir writing. "ere 
will be voluntary weekly assignments for attendees, and everyone is encouraged to share 
their work with other participants in a supportive, non-judgmental atmosphere. Class 
lessons will focus on each sense and how it relates to description, mood, and tension in 
your piece. We will also discuss examples of sensory detail in famous work. "e class is 
open to both beginner and experience writers.
Contact email: lantonsandy@gmail.com

I !ink I Can Write a Book, Maybe a Mystery... by Linda Maria Frank 
How does one go about writing a book? In this lecture, the author explains the process 
of getting down to the actual writing and production of a book. From inspiration, 
sources of ideas, research, and the art of writing, Linda Frank gives her best advice and 
anecdotes of how the “Annie Tillery Mystery Series” came about. She also discusses the 
three ways to publish, what is entailed in book to movie or TV, and the use of social 
media to get your book out there. It is a personal story chock full of factual information 
gleaned by the author as a result of her journey from idea to book. She describes this 
process in her latest book, Making a Mystery with Annie Tillery: !e Madonna Ghost.

Contact email: lmf217@hotmail.com

Contact email: krahns@msn.com

!e Writing Basics Workshop... by Dr. John H. Krahn
Dr. John H. Krahn has published 15 books and is President Emeritus of the Long Island 
Authors Group. He is a much sought-a!er speaker and workshop leader.
"is creative writing presentation opens with an overview of the basics, which will 
include writing for magazines, newspapers, anthologies, and other forms of writing. 
We’ll consider writing #ction, non-#ction, poetry, and their multiple genres; the bene#ts 
of using a trade publisher or self-publishing; courting the writer’s muse; marketing your 
book; the rule of thirds; good writing tips; and many other important aspects of the art 
and fundamentals of writing.
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Contact email: WaterviewsBook@aol.com

Photo-Books: !e Art of Writing with Pictures and Text... by John P. Cardone
Author and photographer John P. Cardone conducts this workshop with his own 
photo-books, Waterviews: A Collection of Photographs, !oughts, and Experiences 
and Chronicles of a Nature Photographer as references. "is workshop includes an 
introduction to forming a cohesive plan while learning about editing methods for both 
the photo selection and accompanying text; selecting a book’s theme; the type of photo-
book suitable for the subject; #guring out marketing potential; and, deciding if you are 
expert enough, as well as the business side of a photo-book.
Writing with pictures is truly an art form, so John will discuss the best photo formats, 
how to select the book’s dimensions, the best picture sizes, how to group photographs 
into topics and subjects, and deciding if the photos lead the text or if the text leads 
the photographs. In closing, John will draw from his experiences and point out some 
potential issues with the book’s production steps—a!er all, no one wants to be penny-
wise and pound foolish. 

!e Personi$cation Workshop... by ST (Tom) Young
Personi#cation is Tom’s chosen vehicle to enter the literary world. He brings life/voice 
to the inanimate by having them (a drain, medicines, "anksgiving turkey, handcu$s, 
boxer shorts, dozen eggs, etc.) come alive and o$ the page to tell you, the reader, a story 
o!en with humor. It is fun writing without boundaries, challenging one’s imagination 
and sense of literary adventure by going outside the box.
"e workshop requires each attendee to write three one-page pieces on the same 
assigned subject matter. Depending on time and attendance, hopefully everyone will 
have a chance to read what they have written. Tom will read his to compare and contrast. 
Tom suggests you allow a week or two to prepare your writings for the workshop. "ere 
is no secret formula but to have fun!

Contact email: burrder@aol.com

If O
nly They

Could Talk... This Is W
hat They

M
ightSay           S.T. Young

The author with his four children, left  to right...
Stan, Whitney, Guess who is in the middle, Adam, and Patrick

“If these walls could talk... If you’ve ever pondered that expres-
sion as I have, S.T. Young overdelivers. You’ll enjoy wickedly 

creative writings about not only jock straps, but objects such as 
a curtain, water fountain, bar stool and many more. Listen to 

them come to life and speak ‘their truth’ as you enjoy this one-
of-a-kind book.”

-Ron Douglas, NY Times Best Selling Author



Writing the Stories of Your Life... by Lois Stern 
Lois W. Stern, author, editor, and creator of Tales2Inspire®, an “Authors Helping 
Authors” project, will be the presenter for this memoir writing workshop, to share ideas 
and techniques for preserving your precious stories for generations to come. Learn 
how to enliven your sentences to engage your readers, with some hands-on practice 
in incorporating those techniques. Each participant will be given time to write a 
brief opening paragraph, and optionally read their work to get feedback from other 
participants. Get all the details on how to enter her annual Tales2Inspire® contest and 
possibly get your own inspiring story published—for free.

Contact email: tales2inspire2@gmail.com
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Contact email:je!rimland@msn.com

Writing Free-Verse Poetry... by Je! Rimland
Je$ Rimland, a six-time published poet, will present a poetry workshop starting with a 
discussion on what poetry is and how he started writing poetry. He’ll also explain the 
di$erent types of poetry and review the work of select individuals who were poets. Je$ 
will provide details on how poetry can be motivational, as well as how poetry can be a 
healer—he’ll do several readings of his free verse poems as examples. Participants will 
have the opportunity to write and read their own poems using prompts of artwork, 
historic photographs, and other suggested themes.     
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Contact email: valerie@valerienifora.com

Cra#ing a Personal Brand in a Changing Workplace... by Valerie Nifora
"is workshop is for both the beginner and seasoned author alike. Are you looking for 
recognition, growth, and trying to #nd a way to stand out in this evolving workplace? 
Do you want to take control of your PERSONAL BRAND before someone creates it for 
YOU? "en this workshop is for YOU! We’ve all heard the phrase “personal brand,” but 
do you really know what it means? Join this workshop to learn what a personal brand is, 
why it’s important, and how to start cra!ing your personal brand.

We’ll have a quick exercise to help you unlock the unique attributes of your personal 
brand and get you started on your journey. Learn how to unlock the value of your personal 
brand. If you’re not cra!ing your personal brand, someone else is doing it for you.

Contact email: johnpassadino@outlook.com

!e Art of the Short Story... by John Passadino
Long ago, short stories were a popular art form. Many famous authors, such as Charles 
Dickens, Edgar Allan Poe, and Ernest Hemingway, wrote for weekly or monthly journals 
and magazines. Stories such as !e Lottery by Shirley Jackson fascinated a young John 
Passadino growing up. As an adult, he decided to learn and practice the skill and now 
has two books published on Amazon. 
In this workshop, John will present the history of the short story and its evolution. 
Today, there are many short story formats, such as six-word stories! John will give short 
story formats and parameters and then direct the class to produce their own stories. 
As an option, attendees can read their works aloud and accept feedback from John and 
fellow students. Finally, John will share information on quickly publishing a version of 
the stories created.  
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Contact email: Rostron1@aol.com

In this workshop, William John Rostron discusses how to use real life experiences to 
write #ction, non-#ction and a hybrid of both. “Write what you know” is a commonly 
used cliché among writers. However, perhaps what you know is just not quite interesting 
enough? How do you enhance the stories that you want to tell? Some points covered 
include: using music to remove a writers’ block, brainstorming, writing in the #rst and 
second person to create emotion, and much, much more. 

Using Real Life Experiences to Write... by William John Rostron
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SPECIAL DEDICATION

#is catalog of community presentations is dedicated in memory of Russell Moran and 
Phil Krawchuck. Two special friends of the Long Island Authors Group. Russell was a 
member of the LIAG for many years: serving on the Board of Trustees, helping members 
with reviews and comments as they were writing new works, and he presented writing 
workshops to aspiring authors. While Phil was not an o$cial member, he befriended a 
number of LIAG members, attended numerous First Wednesday meetings with his wife 
author Dorothy McPartland, and inspired many of us with his love of books. We feel the 
loss for their families and miss them both.
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